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“DO WHAT HE SAYS”
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Scripture Background:	Isaiah 6 : 1 - 8; Psalm 138; I Corinthians 15 : 1 - 11; 
				Luke 5 : 1 - 11
Luke 5 : 4ff	When he had finished speaking, he (Jesus) said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.  Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.  Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”  When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break...And (the others) came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink...Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”  When they brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.
Imagine with me if you will, the fishing crews that gather before dawn on the Steveson Docks in lower Vancouver, or the outports of Newfoundland. They go out to harvest the sea.  And there is only one goal, one vision dancing in their heads, one hope that drives them out to sea - that they will return with a boatload of fish - beautiful, fat, uniform salmon, cod, or tuna (even more relevant now that most species are severely depleted due to commercial overfishing); to bring a top grade and fetch the best price - the pleasure and pride felt with such good fortune, the fulfilment of all the effort and advance investment-2-

I now pose this question from the story, “What was so compelling about Jesus?”  Why could he transform the lives of people so dramatically?  So that they would drop everything, “immediately”, and follow him?  Said one life long atheist who came to Christ late in life: “Had I known early on that he was this dynamic, I would have followed him a long time ago.”
It must have been a very bizarre experience for those fisher folk Jesus had chosen to be his personal associates and disciples.  He told them to go out into the deep water and cast their nets.  They were totally discouraged because, as Simon Peter said, they had fished all night as they usually did, and had caught nothing.  And now, to go into deep water?  Anyone acquainted with fishing knows you don’t catch fish in the deepest water where there is no light or vegetation.  Fish you can catch normally will be in shallower water where they can feed and have more light.

But they followed his instructions; they did what he said; and look what we are told happened - boatloads of beautiful, big, uniform, top-grade fish.  And then the strange comment, “From now on you will be catching people.”
II
What do we make of it?  Well, what I suggest we see here, through this everyday incident is a “picture”, sort of a “parable”, of the Church at worship and work.  This is the “trade-and-commerce”, planning-and-implementing, toiling to survive, daily life of people; but it is also the life of the church in the world, couched in the secrecy of discreet, even obscure, narrative story.  The gospel writer always wants to say through these stories, “This is how the church should be working.  This is what should happen in the lives of people in relation to Christ, in the community of faith so that together, there is a mighty force of influence in the world.
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This is a secret message because it is really subversive; the authorities (at this time the Roman Empire) who are watching would not like it; if they really knew; they would be paranoid that this movement of Christ might actually displace them and usurp their authority.  The greatest fear of social order governed by the “Pax Romana” was revolt and anarchy.  This explains the brutal persecution of Christians; a campaign of genocide that occurred in the first three centuries until the Emperor Constantine was converted and made Christianity legal in 312 AD.

You see, “ordinary” becomes “extraordinary”.  When we meet him, extraordinary things happen.  When we follow Jesus - in his teaching and manner and character and person - when we seek to live in that spirit in relation to him and the world; when we see him at the centre of creation in terms of the meaning and purpose of life, when the Church functions that way, based on that kind of living, then the “catch” we look for, or the yield we harvest will be satisfying, productive, even magnificent, certainly indicating growth; it will be like a miracle.  It will have a growing and faithful result that will attract persons who want and who seek a high quality of spiritual life and “real” life through identity in him and his people.
Jesus is giving the instructions.  But he hasn’t been involved in fishing.  He grew up to be a carpenter, so we are told; he’s not into fishing.  Nazareth is not close to Lake Gennesaret.  So what does he know about it, Simon Peter wants to ask.  But he gives the instruction, and they follow it. In terms of the ordinary habits of fish and the topography of the lake, it should never have happened.  But the results are there. Instantly! So much so, that the text concludes, sounding overstated, “When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.”

Yet another way of celebrating the truth in this story is to see that Jesus is leading these disciples into change.  They become his disciples because their lives have changed.  He has led them into “deeper water”.  Isn’t that how we describe life sometimes?  Being led toward more challenge, even risks in uncharted waters, with new opportunities or options or demands we haven’t considered before, often because of fear or because we are creatures of habit who naturally resist change.  You can apply this to personal life or to the life of the community of faith; new ideas that might work and enhance our life and encourage our church to greater faithfulness and effectiveness in outreach.  That’s why a very important committee, if not essential, is the one we call, “Outreach Services.” 
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Life can be a pretty fearful business.  But the picture here includes one essential ingredient; one constant that does not change; always; of which we must never let go. In the story, the disciples obeyed Jesus and pushed their boats out into deeper, uncharted waters.  But they had everything with them; they had all their equipment; all their resources right with them; to spell it out - their talents; their skills and knowledge; their relationships; their network; their willingness to risk and to try; and to work at it; their spirituality; most important, their Lord.  That’s the model for the church, to take our resources and our Lord and wade out into uncharted, unknown water, to reassemble our resources and try something new and different, that might have extraordinary results.  It is the model for our personal lives as well.
III
It is my prayer (from this story, as from others like it) that when we come to the hard challenges, those uncharted waters into which we are led, where the outcome may not be known, that our thoughts may drift back to this story and to the life we can have in Jesus, a life we should together present in our community of faith - a life so potentially enriching in the resources God has given us that we will want to share our enthusiasm with others and invite them to come in one way or another, to meet new friends and be welcomed and served and blessed, and grow in spirit.  When we want to share our church’s life and work with others we are casting that net for a wonderful catch, sowing the seeds that will produce a “bumper” harvest.
Thanks be to God.
To God alone be all the glory.

